
ENG-W 311: Writing Creative Nonfiction 

Dr. Paul Cook 

Workshop Draft #1: Personal Soundtrack 

 

What: For many people—perhaps especially young people—music plays an integral role in how 

we experience, organize, and even interpret the world around us as individuals. We each have 

“soundtracks,” so to speak: ever-present cycles of tracks and tunes that mark certain turning 

points in our lives, evoke powerful memories, and arouse strong emotions. (Sometimes our 

playlists are useful for more prosaic reasons, like for powering through a workout or just getting 

through the day.) For our first WD prompt of the semester, you will explore the role your 

soundtrack has played in your perception of the world.  

 

How: Begin by skipping through your tunes: iTunes, Spotify, iPod, Pandora station(s), CD 

wallet (maybe?), etc. Take note of the songs (artists or albums) that have a profound impact on 

you upon hearing them. Decide on those tracks and write about an experience they call to mind.  

Your essay should focus on an experience, an era, a mood, a mindset, a relationship, or even 

related series of experiences. Be sure to write about how these tracks filtered, enhanced, 

complicated, or informed your experience of the world at that time.  

 

You might focus on a specific event, say, or you could focus on a time in your life. Or you could 

concentrate on the present, the everyday. Be creative. Take some risks.  

 

Why: This is a personal essay, but note that “personal” in creative nonfiction writing doesn’t 

mean “all me, all the time.” In fact, there is someone more important than you (gasp!): your 

reader. A significant part of your task in this WD is to take something quite personal—the notion 

of a “soundtrack to your life” is pretty personal—and make it relevant, topical, and interesting to 

someone else: your readers. How can you “connect” your own innermost experiences of the 

world to other people? And who are your readers? How do you imagine them?    

  

For example: As corny as it sounds to actually commit this to words, the album Ok Computer 

(Radiohead, 1997) had a profound impact on my life. I was aware of the concept of a concept 

album, but it never occurred to me that an album could actually make an argument—and make it 

so forcefully and beautifully. That is, until Ok Computer: it has a thesis statement, examples, 

support, research, evidence, rhetorical sleight of hand; it’s a truly beautiful masterpiece, a 

modern classic. It’s the sort of album college students 100 years from now will be forced to 

memorize facts about in their Music Appreciation 101 classes. (I could go on like this.)    

 

The nuts & bolts: This WD should be 3-4 pages (750 to 1,000 words), typed in 12 point Times 

New Roman font with 1-inch margins. In the “Paragraph” menu in MS Word (check the Home 

tab), be sure to select “Don’t add space between paragraphs of the same style” when you double-

space the document. Also, remember to double-space your heading and include your full name, 

the draft (WD#1, draft 1), the class (ENG-W 311), and the due date of the assignment. Cite all 

sources in MLA (7th ed.) format.  

 


