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Digital Culture and Its (Dis)contents: Network Culture and Global Capitalism 
 

“Let’s build a smarter planet.” 
--IBM marketing campaign (2008-present) 

 
The contemporary adage that we exist in a fast-moving, increasingly connected (and “connectable”) world is a 
commonplace of mainstream media. But what precisely are we referring to when we discuss the massive changes wrought 
by the internet, mobile devices, networks, and by digital culture generally?  
 
This honors seminar attempts to probe beneath the shiny veneer of digital culture—for example, the TED talks, the 
unabashed, Wired-esque paeans to unrestrained commerce, and other breathless and sundry celebrations of networked 
“togetherness”—to critically engage and interrogate our status in a world forever changed by digital technologies. A major 
conceptual theme of this course will be exploring how the rise of the digital represents a shift in human consciousness and 
evolution on a scale not witnessed since the invention of that other world-shattering technology: writing.  
 
Taking a broad, multidisciplinary tour through some of the most significant and challenging texts in recent intellectual 
history, together we will study concepts and themes like “digital citizenship,” the changing nature of the self and 
relationships in digital environments, the epistemology (and ontology) of networks, the harsh new realities of global 
capitalism and its effects on humanity and the planet, and digital technology’s overall impact on how we engage politics, 
labor, leisure, education, and life.      
 
At the end of the semester, you will be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes and Objectives Assessment 
Define and deploy commonly-used terms and concepts 

related to digital culture, technology, cultural studies, and 
new media; 

Midterm(ish) Exam and Coursework Menu assignments 

Stake out, research, and explore in-depth an area of digital 
culture in which you’re interested, and then present those 

findings to your peers; 

Honors Project & Presentation 

Articulate and explain challenging and complex concepts 
related to a sustained discussion of digital culture (i.e., 
technological/economic determinism[s], information 

society, telepresence, immersion, and many more); 

Coursework Menu assignments; Midterm(ish) Exam; and 
Honors Project & Presentation 

Understand and recall in detail the history—both recent 
and long-term—of digital technologies and the development 

of computers, mobile devices, and other advancements; 

Coursework Menu assignments; Midterm(ish) Exam; and 
Honors Project & Presentation 

Articulate connections between recent shifts in digital 
culture and similar historical shifts in human consciousness 
and thinking (i.e., the spread of literacy in the ancient world 

or the evolution of print media); 

Coursework Menu assignments; Midterm(ish) Exam; and 
Honors Project & Presentation 

Plan, design, and develop your own graded projects and 
assignments. 

Coursework Menu assignments 

                                                 
1 My office is located on the second floor of the front side of the Main Building (KO). As you walk in the front doors (the main entrance), 
take a hard right and ascend the stairs. At the top of the stairs, simply turn left and walk down the long corridor. My office is almost on 
the end of the hallway on the right—KO 232. If you get to the lounge at the end of the hall, you’ve gone approximately ten feet too far! 

 

HON H-399 (32895) 
Honors Colloquium 
Spring 2014  
R 1:00pm to 3:45pm  
KO 148 
Office Telephone: 765/455.9229 

Instructor: Paul Cook 
Office: KO 2321  

E-mail: paulcook@iuk.edu 
Office Hours: W, 1 to 3:00pm and R, 11:00am to 

12:00pm, and by appointment  
(see below for more details) 
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Required Texts 
Gere, Charlie. Digital Culture. 2002. Expanded 2nd ed. London: Reaktion, 2008. Print.  
 
Miller, Vincent. Understanding Digital Culture. 2011. London: SAGE, 2013. Print.  
 
Supplemental Readings: I will frequently post excerpts, articles, and chapters to Oncourse; typically, these will be in .pdf 
format. You are required to print these .pdfs in their entirety, read them, and bring them to class with you on the 
appropriate days. I understand that this entails some extra printing costs, so you should budget your printing expenses 
over the course of the semester as a sort of “third” text.  

 
Coursework Menu and Assignments  
Unlike most traditional courses, you are responsible for determining and planning some (40%) of your own coursework for 
this Honors Seminar. Using the Coursework Menu and the Coursework Agreement (both are located in the “Grade Menu” 
folder in the Resources tab), you will select your coursework options for graded assignments and submit that form to Dr. 
Cook at the start of class in Week 2 (Thursday, 01/23/2014). 300 points (or 60% of your grade) have already been 
decided for you (the Honors Project/Presentation and the Midterm[ish] Exam), but you are free to choose the remaining 200 
points (or 40%) of your overall performance in this course. Be sure that the selections you make from the menu on the next 
few pages add up to 200 points. 
 
I will review your choices and either approve your Agreement as is or contact you about any problems (e.g., too few points, 
too many points, etc.) no later than the end of Week 3 (Thursday, 01/30/2014). Once the Agreement is signed by both 
you and me, you’ll be held to it and the due dates listed on it. If you fail to turn in any of the work on the Agreement you will 
receive a zero for the missing work. Under (most) normal circumstances, this work cannot be made up.  

 

Oncourse, E-mail, and Office Hours (Physical and Virtual) 
We will be using Oncourse extensively this semester to (a) send and receive messages and other important announcements 
about the course; (b) draft, develop, and maintain your forums, blogs, and other Coursework Menu assignments, depending 
on what you choose from the Menu; (c) keep track of graded assignments; (d) complete and post some out of class 
assignments, including the Honors Project & Presentation; and (e) post and download important documents and 
information. Whenever possible, please use the messaging function in Oncourse to send messages to me. 
(This is the best way to get in touch with me, although sending e-mails directly to paulcook@iuk.edu is fine, too, if no other 
option is available.) I will also frequently send out class e-mails and announcements through Oncourse covering everything 
from changes in the course schedule to announcements regarding instructor illness or inclement weather, so please get into 
the habit of checking our Oncourse page frequently (at least once every day). If you have any questions about how to access or 
use Oncourse, please don’t hesitate to let me know.  
 
Please also feel free to drop by during my office hours or make an appointment for another time that works for you. I want to 
discuss the class and your work with you, and utilizing office hours is an excellent way for us to address any concerns you 
might have about the class, your progress or performance, and/or any of your questions about the course material and your 
projects and interests. 
 
I am also available to chat about projects, ideas, and questions you may have via Oncourse and Skype (cookpg is my Skype 
“handle”), as well as by phone (803/479.6597 is my home/cell number). (To download Skype for free, go to 
http://www.skype.com/en/.) Mondays through Fridays, I will typically respond to an Oncourse message within a matter of 
hours, while it might take me a day or two to get back to you over the weekends and holidays. If you have an issue or question 
that you feel would be more efficiently handled via a phone or Skype conversation, please feel free to arrange a time to speak 
with me either via phone or Skype. I simply ask that we arrange our “virtual” appointment via Oncourse message first. I look 
forward to working with you and learning more about your ideas, projects, questions, and goals for the course.    

 

Readings 
The weekly reading assignments in this course will be challenging and (occasionally) quite long. In addition to our 
textbooks (which are written in British English and are therefore delightfully weird), we’ll also be working through 



 

-3- 

excerpts from longer works by key cultural and technological theorists—a couple of these texts have been translated from 
languages other than English, most of them assume a very high level of sophistication and scholarly erudition, and all of 
them will challenge you to think about ideas and concepts differently than the status quo of our own era usually demands.  
 
When you come across a word you don’t understand, look it up in an online dictionary (the Oxford English Dictionary is 
best and free for IU students through http://www.iuk.edu/academics/library/ ); when you find a concept or reference that 
you don’t get, look it up on Wikipedia and read the entry until the passage you’re wrestling with starts to make sense. In 
short, you will need to read closely, carefully, and slowly. (One of the unfortunate side effects of digital culture, as we’ll 
see, is that we’ve largely lost the ability to pay attention to demanding, difficult things for very long—let’s work on 
changing this together.)   
 
You should expect to read—in the manner I’ve just briefly described—at least 50 to 75 pages for each weekly class 
meeting. And a few times the reading load will be heavier. Please get into a weekly if not daily reading habit that works for 
you and stick to it. This will be key to your success and learning in this course. If ever you have any questions or concerns 
about our readings, please don’t hesitate to let me know.   

 
Attendance and Participation 
While there will be some lecture in this course, this class is not a lecture-only course. Given the small size of the class, it’s 
vital to the overall success of this course that you come to class regularly, complete the readings, make time to reflect on 
what you’ve read, take careful notes on the readings and lectures, and participate enthusiastically in class discussions.  
 
When you miss class, you miss important information and mandatory in-class activities (which cannot be made-up), and 
classmates miss your input and ideas. If you are absent, you are responsible for finding out what we covered in class and 
for submitting in advance any assignments due on that day. I reserve the right to change the course schedule at any time, 
and it is your responsibility to stay on top of these changes. If you feel comfortable doing so, swap cell numbers or e-mail 
addresses with the person next to you; this way, if ever you do miss class, you can find out what you missed with little to 
no trouble.  
  
Your course grade will drop by one letter grade (10%) if you miss more than 10% of our classes (2 class periods); you 
will fail the course if you miss more than 20% of our classes (4 class periods). If an emergency or other significant, 
unplanned life event forces you to miss several class periods, please contact me as soon as possible so we can discuss your 
options.  

 
Technical Requirements and Student Disability Assistance 
This course requires that you have access to the IU Kokomo computer network, access to the Oncourse course 
management system, and some basic familiarity with Oncourse. The IU Kokomo Instructional Technology department 
(IT) provides guidelines for hardware and software for all students. This course requires primarily word processing (MS 
Word 2007, 2010, or 2013), Adobe Acrobat .pdf reader, printing capabilities, and access to Oncourse. See 
http://iuware.indiana.edu for free downloads and discount prices on hardware and software exclusively for IU students.  
 
IU also offers students, faculty, and staff free access to Lynda.com tutorials on everything from MS Word 2013 to the latest 
version of Dreamweaver. To access Lynda.com, follow this link, scroll down and click on the Lynda.com link. This is a 
subscription service, so you must access Lynda.com through the IUK website. 
   
Students should contact the IU Kokomo Helpdesk with technical questions. The Helpdesk offers technical support to 
faculty, staff, and students for all IT-related requests. The Helpdesk provides assistance to users, as well as maintains a 
tracking system that places each user’s request into a queue. You can send an e-mail request to the Helpdesk at 
kohelp@iuk.edu or call 765/455.9315. Local phone and walk-up support at the Helpdesk in the Library is available 
Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm. If you’re having any technical difficulties, please contact both me and 
the Helpdesk right away so we can get your problem solved. 
 

http://www.iuk.edu/academics/library/
http://iuware.indiana.edu/
http://www.iuk.edu/admin-services/it/training/how_to/index.shtml
mailto:kohelp@iuk.edu
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Students requiring accommodations for disabilities or special needs should contact the IUK Office of Disability Services 
and/or refer to this handout. If you have a documented disability on file with the IUK Office of Disability Services, it is 
imperative that you let me know as soon as possible so that we can discuss arrangements for your success in this course.  

 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 
“A student must not adopt or reproduce ideas, words, or statements of another person without an appropriate 
acknowledgement. A student must give due credit to the originality of others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever 
he or she does any of the following: (a) quotes another person’s actual words, either oral or written; (b) paraphrases 
another person’s words, either oral or written; (c) uses another person’s idea, theory, or material unless information is 
common knowledge.”  Source: Indiana University Code of Student Ethics. (Note that “intent” is not a factor here.)   
 
“Double dipping,” or submitting a writing project for two or more courses (whether they’re IUK courses or not), 
constitutes plagiarism and will result in a grade of zero and possible disciplinary action. If you have an idea for a writing 
project from another class that you would like to further develop in this class, please consult with me. I’m more than 
willing to help you develop your ideas and plan writing projects that will do work for you, but simply submitting the same 
essay for multiple classes is not acceptable under any circumstances.  
 
Knowing the boundaries between acceptable and unacceptable uses of other’s work, texts, or ideas can be tricky 
sometimes, and we will spend some time in class discussing the boundaries of acceptable use, the nature of research, and 
when, where, and how to appropriately document source materials. 

 
Final Grades and Late Assignments 
A standard ten-point scale (A+=97-100; A=94-96; A-=90-93; B+=87-89; B=84-86; B-=80-83; C+=77-79; C=74-76; C-
=70-73; D+=67-69; D=64-66; D-=60-63; F=everything else) will be used.   
 
Late work will not be accepted under any circumstances. If a bona fide emergency or significant life event forces you to 
miss class, please let me know as soon as is reasonable so that we can discuss your options.  

 
Writing Center (Library KA 128) 
Don’t forget to utilize the Writing Center that your tuition dollars support! The IUK Writing Center is open Monday 
through Thursday, 9am to 7pm, Friday, 10am to 2pm, and Saturday, 12:30-4:30pm. Remember that many of IU Kokomo’s 
very best students understand that seeking out a response to one’s writing is a necessary part of the learning/writing 
process. Several of the staff who presently work in the Center have or are currently working toward a teaching license, and 
many are graduate students. Stop by or call for a 30 minute appointment: 455-9425, Option #1. 
 
You can now instant message the tutors your quick questions (grammar, citing, etc.) using campus contacts. Visit our 
website at http://www.iuk.edu/writing-center where you can 

▪ Ask a more detailed question online by using the “Ask a Tutor” e-mail option. 
▪ See a list of Grammar Girl podcasts on hundreds of usage and other English language concerns. 
▪ Discover which helpful documents and other sources are available at the Center. 
▪ Find out when your favorite tutor is scheduled to work. 

 
Course Schedule 

 
KEY 

OC Reading in Oncourse (in the “Supplemental Readings” folder) 
DC Digital Culture (Gere) 
U Understanding Digital Culture (Miller) 
H Handout (hard copies handed out in class) 

TBA Reading(s) to be announced (in advance, of course) 
F(#) Indicates Forum post weeks for students who choose the Forum 

http://www.iuk.edu/admin-services/disability-services/
http://www.iuk.edu/admin-services/disability-services/assets/pdfs/request%20for%20services%20and%20medical%20information%20packet.pdf
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option from the Coursework Menu 

 

(Schedule is subject to change at instructor’s discretion with advance notice. Readings are “due” on the dates on 

which they are listed.) 

 
 

January 
 
WEEK 1: Seminar Introduction: What Is “Digital Culture”? 

 
R 16: Course introductions/expectations and icebreakers, textbook and readings overview; course menu overview and 

discussion 

 
WEEK 2: Technology, techne,  and Art (F1)  

 
R 23: OC, Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction” and OC, Plato, the Gorgias (brief excerpt) 

and U, first half of Ch. 1 (pp. 12-30).  

Completed, signed Coursework Agreements due       

 
WEEK 3: The Prehistory of Technology (F2) 

 
R 30: U, “Introduction” (pp. 1-11) and DC, “Introduction: What Is Digital Culture?” (pp. 11-20) and DC, Ch. 1, “The 
Beginnings of Digital Culture” (pp. 21-50)  

 

February  

 
WEEK 4: Technology and Capitalism: Some Key Terms and Concepts (F3) 

  
R 06: U, second half of Ch. 1 (pp. 30-45) and DC, Ch. 2 (pp. 51-78) and Heidegger, “The Question Concerning Technology” 

 
WEEK 5: Technology and Capitalism, 2.0 (F4) 

 
R 13: U, Ch. 2 (pp. 46-71) and DC, Ch. 4 (pp. 116-53)    
  
WEEK 6: “Here We Are Now, Entertain Us”: Life & Leisure in the Digital Age (F5)  

 
R 20: OC, Horkheimer and Adorno, excerpts from “The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception” (from 

Dialectic of Enlightenment) and U, Ch. 3 (pp. 72-94) and OC, “Netflix Built Its Microgenres by Staring into the 
American Soul”   

 
**WEEK 7: Labor(ed) Breathing: Work, Commerce, and Surveillance (F6) 

 
R 27: OC, Foucault, “Panopticism” (from Discipline and Punish) and U, Ch. 5 (pp. 111-33) and    

Abstracts due 

 

March 

 
WEEK 8: The Social (Network): Building an e-dentity (F7)  

 
R 06: U, Ch. 7 (pp. 159-83) and Ch. 8 (pp. 184-206) and OC, “Social Media Guidelines for IU” and OC, Bolick, “A Death on 

Facebook” and OC, TBA   
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**WEEK 9: Get Off Your App and Come Down Here! The Revolution Won’t Be Televised (But it will be on Twitter) &  
Midterm Exam Review (F8) 

 
R 13: U, Ch. 6 (pp. 134-58) and DC, Ch 5. (pp. 154-200) 

Peer Review E-mails due to partner(s) 

 
WEEK 10: Spring Break! (Contemplate your complicity in the digital-age culture industry while posting Spring Break pics 
to Pinterest.)  

 
R 20: No class (Spring Break) 

 
*WEEK 11: Midterm(ish) Exam 

 
R 27: Midterm(ish) Exam (100 points) 

 

April 

 
**WEEK 12: Workshop Week on Honors Projects (In-class workshops and conferences) 

 
R 03: Peer Review Discussion in Class 

  
WEEK 13: The Digital Body 

 
R 10: U, Ch. 9 (pp. 207-223) and DC, Ch. 6 (pp. 201-06) and Blade Runner screening (excerpts)  

 
WEEK 14: Education & the Force of Knowledge in the Digital Age  

 
R 17: OC, Freire, “The Banking Model of Education” (from Pedagogy of the Oppressed) and/or OC, Lyotard, excerpts from 

The Postmodern Condition 

 
WEEK 15: Course Wrap-up: What’s Next? 
 
R 24: DC, Ch. 7 (pp. 207-24) and course evaluations 

 

May  

 
**WEEK 16: Honors Projects and Presentations 

 
R 01: Honors Projects & Presentations due (200 points) 

**Honors Projects will be due in the “Assignments” tab in Oncourse no later than 11:30pm (R, 5/01). Presentations 
will take place during our final class meeting (1:00 to 3:45pm) in KO 148. 

 

 


	Digital Culture and Its (Dis)contents: Network Culture and Global Capitalism
	Required Texts
	Readings
	Attendance and Participation
	Technical Requirements and Student Disability Assistance
	Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
	Final Grades and Late Assignments
	Writing Center (Library KA 128)
	Course Schedule

