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Your weekly reading responses, together with the ensuing conversations we have in the weekly 

forums, make up a major part of the work in this course.1 The responses will form a useful 

virtual conversation about the challenging issues we are tackling. Please read the material below 

carefully: 

1. Rules for Weekly Reading Responses—These posts should be: 

▪ “Essay-like.” Reponses should not be one simple paragraph, and I expect them to 

reflect some reasoned thought on your part, thought beyond what you might put 

into a normal e-mail response. Think of them as mini-essays that help you make a 

clear, focused point. You should also make an effort to include all (or most) of the 

readings in a given week in your response. I realize that some readings will speak 

to you more than others, so this is not a hard-and-fast requirement. However, if 

each week you’re only responding to one or two of our readings, I’m going to get 

suspicious that you’re not finishing all of the readings (see below).  

 

▪ Don’t assume the writer is dumb! Surprisingly, this one can be tough even for 

experienced readers because it forces you to really sharpen your critical reading 

skills. Too often, our go-to mode of response is to critique an argument, to show 

how it’s dumb or why it doesn’t make sense. This is often a productive way to 

engage with concepts and arguments, but it can also be limiting, particularly if 

you’re too quick to jump to critique. So whether we’re reading Aristotle or David 

Bartholomae, it’s important that you don’t immediately jump into critique mode. 

How can you avoid this? One way is to train yourself to assume that the person 

you’re reading has already considered and even responded to your critique, so 

slow down and ask yourself what the writer’s counter-response to your criticism 

would likely be. This will inevitably take some training to get used to; that’s okay, 

that’s why we’re here!     

 

▪ Detailed. Each of your Weekly Reading Responses must be between 250 and 

500 words (unless instructed otherwise). (Note: I’m not as interested in the actual 

word count as I am in the depth of your ideas. Obviously, a post like “Me too!!!” 

doesn’t qualify as an “official” post.) 

 

▪ Avoid posts that lean too heavily on whether you liked or didn’t like a particular 

reading: this is not at all to say that you shouldn’t evaluate or judge your reading 

                                                           
1 This sheet was developed using the following text: 

 

Warnock, Scott. Teaching Writing Online: How and Why. Urbana, IL: NCTE, 2009. Print.  
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experience, but if your entire post is focused on whether or not you liked a text or 

a concept, you’re probably not spending enough time reflecting on the argument 

of the text and what it means for teaching writing. As you reflect on readings and 

draft your responses, ask “What can I do with this reading, theory, concept, idea 

or argument?” and “What are the key concepts I need to take from this reading?”   

 

▪ Semiformal. Your posts should contain some degree of formality: they should be 

spell-checked, organized, etc. However, you should also think of them as an entry 

in a larger dialogue, so in that regard, they will differ from an essay that you turn 

in for a class.  

 

▪ Reference. While you won’t always need citations in your posts, you should look 

for opportunities to build your argument by referencing our readings, other 

sources, or your colleague’s comments. “Suzie’s remark that the sky is blue made 

me go back and re-read that passage, and I realized that…” All quotations and 

paraphrases from our readings should be cited in an in-text citation following 

MLA formatting (see below for more details). 

 

▪ Courteous. We don’t always have to agree, but no one should resort to flaming or 

USING ALL CAPS (yelling).  

2. Grading—I will grade your Weekly Reading Responses in accordance with these 

rules. In total, you’ll be responsible for around 15 primary message board posts, 

although I will drop your lowest 2 grades (including zeroes).  I will evaluate each post 

on a 10-point scale: 

▪ If you complete them adequately, you will receive 8s. 

▪ If you go above and beyond the basic requirements of the assignments, you will 

receive 9s. 

▪ Exceptionally good—completed with a great deal of effort and thought—posts 

will receive 10s. 

A message board post will receive a 7 or below if it  

▪ Is too short. 

▪ Shows little thought. 

▪ Makes it clear that you either didn’t do all of the readings or didn’t read carefully.  

▪ Is excessively sloppy in terms of grammar, spelling, and mechanics, especially to 

the point that it is difficult to understand. 

▪ Engages in personal attacks or other breaches of common online etiquette. 

▪ Is late. 
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3. Reading—You are responsible for reading all of the posts in the class, although you 

can obviously focus your attention on the threads with which you are directly 

engaged.  

4. Shorter posts—Feel free to post as many shorter, informal comments on the forums 

as you like; for instance, you might post a couple of lines to clarify a point or to state 

your agreement with another author’s point of view. But remember the rules for 

“official” weekly reading responses. 

5. Extra credit (see also “Outstanding Classroom Citizenship” in the syllabus) —Those of 

you who are diligent and become active members of these conversations will find 

that you will receive a high grade for the Weekly Reading Responses. If you post more 

than the required 15 primary or “official” posts, you will be eligible for extra credit in 

the course. (Some of you may naturally find that you have more to say on some of our 

topics this term, so I want to reward you if you put in extra work on some of the 

message boards.)  

 

A final note… 

When you cite outside information, whether paraphrase, a summary, a direct quotation, or even 

just one or two key words or phrases, you must show your reader from where you’ve taken this 

information. In other words, what is the original source from which this information comes? 

To show your reader, MLA uses an author/page system of in-text citations, like this: 

(Humphrey 12). 

This signals to the reader that the information has been taken from a source in the Works Cited 

page that is written by Humphrey (the author’s last name) and that can be found on page 12. 

For your Weekly Reading Responses, I would like for you to use in-text citations in your posts 

(no Works Cited page is necessary since we’re all reading the same materials). So, for instance, 

if you decide to use a quote or paraphrase to support one of your claims or observations, be sure 

to end each sentence in which you have borrowed information from another source with the 

appropriate in-text citation.  
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