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Senior Seminar in English  
What’s the use of an English degree? Here’s an even better question, perhaps: how many times have you been 

asked this question? What was your response?  

This course will provide you with the tools and the space to construct your own response to this question. To 

that end, our semester will take a somewhat eclectic itinerary through several different sites. The first part of the 

semester (Unit I) will be devoted to exploring the relatively short history of English as a discipline and as a 

department or program on most (if not all) university campuses in the US. In addition to studying the 

institutional foundations of modern English departments, we will also examine the conceptual and ideological 

underpinnings of the kinds of interpretive work performed in the name of contemporary scholarship in English 

(Unit II).  

 

The second half of the semester (Unit III) will rely on the insights we glean from this historical, institutional, 

and conceptual overview of English studies to help you develop a practical and strategic response to our 

semester’s guiding question—what am I going to do with this degree? Working closely with me and a faculty 

advisor of your choice, the semester will culminate in your own creative or scholarly project.     

ENG-L 495: Senior Seminar in English 

TR 11:30am to 12:45pm in KO 102 

Fall 2017 

paulcook@iuk.edu  

Dr. Paul Cook 

Office: KO 238-D 

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 1 to 3:00pm  

and anytime by appointment. 

http://www.iuk.edu/about/campus-map.php
http://www.iuk.edu/about/campus-map.php
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Learning Outcomes 
 

In this course, you will  

 

▪ Learn about the institutional and social history of English studies in the US and discuss intelligently how 

cultural and societal forces have shaped what we now think of as the study of English in higher 

education;  

▪ Critically reflect on your own undergraduate training and education in such a way that will make you 

more marketable and career-savvy;  

▪ Plan, develop, and execute a large-scale creative/research project that illustrates your skills and what 

you’ve learned in your English degree;  

▪ Further hone your ability to read, comprehend, and use scholarly articles to make arguments;  

▪ Explore the conceptual and intellectual foundations of contemporary English studies, language, and 

literary studies; and  

▪ Participate in some of the practical and professional activities of English studies, including submitting a 

book review to a journal and participating in a Writers’ Retreat.   

 

Textbooks 
 

Lemire, Tim. I’m an English Major—Now What? Cincinnati: Writer’s Digest, 2006. Print. 

 

Fletcher, Ralph and JoAnn Portalupi. Writing Workshop: The Essential Guide. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 

2001.  Print.  

 

Scholes, Robert. The Rise and Fall of English: Reconstructing English as a Discipline. New Haven: Yale UP, 

 1998. Print.  

 

Frequently, I will post required readings and handouts to Canvas in the Files tab and via regular 

announcements. Everything I hand out in class will also be posted to Canvas, and these readings typically will 

be in .pdf format. Print out all readings and always read actively with a pen or pencil in hand.  

 

Assignments and Grading 
 

Book Review (25%) 

One of the easiest ways to get your first scholarly publication is to publish a book review in an academic 

journal. Each of you will choose a scholarly monograph or edited collection to read and review, and with my 

help you will then work to identify a suitable journal for publication. You will submit a first and final draft of 

the review, and at the end of the term, you will submit your review to a journal for publication consideration. 

For a list of possible titles to review, check the Files tab in Canvas.  

 

Senior Seminar Project (40%) 

The Senior Seminar Project consists of the following components. Full assignment sheets for each of these 

components can be found in the Files tab in Canvas and will also be handed out in class: 

http://www.writersdigest.com/back-to-school-sale/im-an-english-major-now-what-free-ebook
https://www.amazon.com/Writing-Workshop-Essential-Ralph-Fletcher/dp/0325003629
http://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300080841/rise-and-fall-english
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▪ Proposal (500-1,000 words = 10%) 

▪ Final Project (minimum of 4,000 words for an individual project or 5,000-6,000 words for a group 

project = 25%) 

▪ Presentation (8-10 minutes for individuals, 15-20 minutes for a group = 5%) 

 

Class Participation and Engagement (10%) 

You will receive two class participation grades: one at around midterm (Week 8) and the other at the end of the 

semester (Week 16). Baseline (“C”-level or 70) participation requirements are that you come to class every 

time we meet, complete ICWs, take notes, and complete all assigned readings and in-class activities. 

Contributing thoughtful comments and asking questions will raise your participation grade to a “B” (80) 

Consistently contributing interesting and insightful comments and ideas and providing academic leadership in 

class discussions will earn an “A” (90 or 100).  

 

Writers’ Retreat (25%) 

Over the weekend of November 10th through 12th, we will spend the weekend at IU’s beautiful Bradford 

Woods conference center near Bloomington. You are expected to participate in the weekend’s workshops and 

various activities to receive full credit in this category.  

 

Readings and How to Read Actively  
The weekly reading assignments in this course will be challenging and occasionally quite long. We will be 

reading texts ranging from contemporary academic scholarship to journalist pieces and even some podcasts. 

These readings are fun and exciting, but they will require you to practice a mode of patient, careful, attentive 

reading to which you may not yet be accustomed.  

 

For instance, when you come across a word you don’t understand, look it up in an online dictionary (the Oxford 

English Dictionary is best and free for IU students at www.iuk.edu/library). When you find a concept or 

reference with which you’re unfamiliar, look it up on Wikipedia.org and read the entry until the passage you’re 

wrestling with starts to make sense. (*Pro Tip: Wikipedia can be a useful active reading resource, but it is not 

[yet] considered a fully-credible research resource and is in no way a scholarly source.) Mark any and all 

passages in your books that you would like to discuss in class, that you think are particularly noteworthy, or that 

don’t make sense to you. We will discuss these passages in class. In short, you will need to read closely, 

carefully, and slowly.  

 

You should expect to read—in the manner I’ve just briefly described—between 25 to 50 pages for each class 

meeting. And a few times the reading load will be heavier. Please get into a weekly if not daily reading habit 

that works for you and stick to it. This will be key to your success and learning in this course. If ever you have 

any questions or concerns about our readings, please don’t hesitate to let me know.  
 

Attendance and Participation  
While there will be some lecture in this course, this is definitely not a lecture-only course. Ongoing, stimulating 

class discussions and in-class group activities are vital to the success of this course and to your overall learning 

experience. In short, it’s important that you come to class each time we meet, complete all assigned readings 

each week, take time to reflect on what you’ve read (and then go back and re-read), take careful notes on the 

http://www.iuk.edu/library
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readings (in your notebook and textbook), ask questions, and participate actively and enthusiastically in class 

discussions and in-class exercises.  

 

When you miss class, you miss important information, activities, ideas, ICWs, instructions, videos, interactions, 

etc. that simply can’t be “made up.” (It’s sort of like missing a birthday party or celebratory dinner and then 

asking everyone to reconstruct the experience for you in words or e-mails. Like other social phenomena, 

classroom learning just doesn’t work that way.)  

 

Furthermore, when you miss class, your classmates and I miss your input and ideas. If you are absent, you are 

responsible for finding out what we covered in class and for submitting in advance any assignments due on 

that day. I reserve the right to change the course schedule at any time, and it is your responsibility to stay on top 

of these changes. If ever you do miss class, you should use the “Questions about the Course” Discussion in the 

“Discussions” tab in Canvas to find out what you missed. See “Getting in touch with me...and each other” 

below for more information.  

 

Your course grade will drop by one letter grade (10%) if you miss more than 10% of our classes (or 2 class 

meetings); you will fail the course if you miss more than 25% of our classes (3 class periods). If a bone fide 

emergency forces you to miss several class periods, or if you have a nonrefundable vacation package or 

something, you need to speak with me as soon as possible. Excessive, annoying lateness will not be tolerated.    

 

Smartphones and other distractions 
Here’s the straight dope on mobile devices, folks: be courteous and sensible with your smart phones, laptops, 

tablets, and other mobile devices. You might think you have to be imminently available to everyone in your 

social network, family, neighborhood, whatever, or that you constantly have to be checking your e-mail, texts, 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, or whatnot, but you really don’t.  

 

There are important, practical advantages to be gained by “unplugging,” by experiencing the passage of time as 

well as conversation and interaction the way previous generations did: face-to-face and in real-time. Research 

suggests that students who leave their mobile devices and laptops in their bags actually perform better 

academically. Opportunities to unplug from the matrix are increasingly rare; let’s pledge to use our time 

together this summer for discussion, reflection, and exploration, not Candy Crush Saga and idle Facebook 

stalking. 

 

Late Assignments 
Late work will not be accepted under most circumstances. If a bona fide emergency forces you to miss class, 

please let me know as soon as is reasonable so that we can discuss your options.  

 

Getting in touch with me…and each other 

You will have several avenues of communication for this course:     

• If you have general questions about the course (assignments, due dates, course policies, etc.), please 

post your questions on the “Questions about the Course” Discussion in the “Discussions” tab. I will 

check this Discussion regularly (usually twice a day from Monday through Friday and at least once on 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/05/13/allowing-devices-classroom-hurts-academic-performance-study-finds#.VzYFbL1qF-A.mailto
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/05/13/allowing-devices-classroom-hurts-academic-performance-study-finds#.VzYFbL1qF-A.mailto
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the weekend) and answer any questions you may have. If you have a question that concerns the entire 

class, please use this space. 

• “The Coffee House Lounge” site in the Discussions tab will be an informal space for you to meet your 

fellow students and get to know one another over the course of the semester. This is a social gathering 

place. I will not monitor this site on a regular basis unless students express concern to me about the 

content being posted. 

• If you have questions of an individual or personal nature that you do not wish to share with the rest of 

the class, you can contact me by sending a message through the message center in Canvas (in the 

“Messages” tab). This is the best way to get in touch with me. You are also always welcome to visit me 

in my office (during and outside of office hours) or even call me in my office during office hours 

(765/455.9229). 

• I want to discuss the class and your work with you, and using my office hours is an excellent way for us 

to address any concerns you might have about the class, your progress or performance, and/or any of 

your questions about the course material and your projects and interests. 

 

Technical Requirements and Student Accessibility Services 
This course requires that you have access to the IU Kokomo computer network, access to the Canvas course 

management system, and some basic familiarity with Canvas. The IU Kokomo Instructional Technology 

department (IT) provides guidelines for hardware and software for all students. This course requires primarily 

word processing (MS Word 2007 or newer), printing capabilities, and access to Canvas. See http://iuware.iu.edu 

for free downloads and discount prices on hardware and software exclusively for IU students.  

 

Students should contact the IU Kokomo Helpdesk with any and all technical questions. The Helpdesk offers 

superb technical support to faculty, staff, and students for all IT-related requests. The Helpdesk provides 

assistance to users, as well as maintains a tracking system that places each user’s request into a queue. You can 

send an e-mail request to the Helpdesk at kohelp@iuk.edu or call 765/455.9315. Local phone and walk-up 

support at the Helpdesk in the Library is available Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm. If you’re 

having any technical difficulties, please contact both me and the Helpdesk right away so we can get your 

problem solved. 

 

Students requiring accommodations for disabilities or special needs should contact the IU Kokomo Office of 

Accessibility Services. If you have a documented disability on file, it is imperative that you let me know as soon 

as possible so that we can discuss arrangements for your success in this course.  

 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 
The Indiana University Code of Student Ethics states, “A student must not adopt or reproduce ideas, words, or 

statements of another person without an appropriate acknowledgement. A student must give due credit to the 

originality of others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever he or she does any of the following: (a) quotes 

another person’s actual words, either oral or written; (b) paraphrases another person’s words, either oral or 

written; (c) uses another person’s idea, theory, or material unless information is common knowledge.” (Note 

that “intent” is not a factor here.)   

 

“Double dipping,” or submitting a writing project for two or more courses (whether they’re IU Kokomo 

courses or not), constitutes plagiarism and will result in a grade of zero and possible disciplinary action. If you 

http://iuware.iu.edu/
mailto:kohelp@iuk.edu
http://www.iuk.edu/career-services/accessibility-services/index.php
http://www.iuk.edu/career-services/accessibility-services/index.php
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have an idea for a writing project from another class that you would like to further develop in this class, please 

consult with me. I’m more than willing to help you develop your ideas and plan writing projects that will do 

work for you, but simply submitting the same essay for multiple classes is not acceptable under any 

circumstances.  

 

Knowing the boundaries between acceptable and unacceptable uses of other’s work, texts, or ideas can be tricky 

sometimes, and we will spend some time in class discussing the boundaries of acceptable use, the nature of 

research, and when, where, and how to appropriately document source materials. 
 

Writing Center (Student Success Center: Library/KA) 
Don’t forget to utilize the Writing Center that your tuition dollars support! The IU Kokomo Writing Center is 

open Monday through Thursday, 9am to 7pm, Friday, 10am to 2pm, and Saturday, 12:30 to 4:30pm. 

Remember, many of IU Kokomo’s best students understand that seeking out a response to their writing is a 

necessary part of the learning/writing process. Several of the staff who presently work in the Writing Center 

have or are currently working toward teaching credentials, and many are graduate students. Stop by or call for a 

30-minute appointment: 765/455.9425, Option #1. 

 

You can now instant message the tutors your quick questions (grammar, citing, etc.) using campus contacts. 

Visit our website where you can 

 

▪ Ask a more detailed question online by using Ask a Tutor email option. 

▪ See a list of Grammar Girl podcasts on hundreds of usage and other English language concerns. 

▪ Discover which helpful documents and other sources are available at the Center. 

▪ Find out when your favorite tutor is scheduled to work. 

 

 

Course Schedule 
 

I reserve the right to alter reading assignments and due dates depending on how quickly we’re moving and other 

considerations. I will always give advance notice of any changes to the course schedule through a Canvas 

announcement and, wherever possible, during face-to-face class meetings. Click here for the IU Kokomo 

academic calendar for Fall 2017.  
 

Unit I: The Historical Foundations of English Studies as a Discipline 
 

T, 8/22: Icebreakers, course overview, textbooks, etc. 

 

R, 8/24: Scholes, pp. 1-28 

 

T, 8/29: Scholes, pp. 29-36 

 

R, 8/31: Discuss and review Scholes, Lemire, pp. 1-42 

 

http://www.iuk.edu/writing-center/
http://www.iuk.edu/writing-center/
http://www.iuk.edu/registrar/academic-calendar-fall.php
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T, 9/05: No class (Lemire, pp. 43-65, listen to the podcast in Canvas, and work on finalizing your book review 

choices)  

 

R, 9/07: No class (Complete the readings for next week and post responses to the Discussion tab in Canvas) 

 

T, 9/12: Shumway and Dionne, “Introduction” to Disciplining English: Alternative Histories, Critical 

Perspectives 

 

R, 9/14: Russell, “Institutionalizing English: Rhetoric on the Boundaries” 

  

T, 9/19: excerpt from Readings, The University in Ruins (Canvas)   

 

R, 9/21: Wimsatt and Beardsley, “The Intentional Fallacy” (Canvas) 

 

T, 9/26: excerpt from Graff, Professing English: An Institutional History (Canvas)  

 

R, 9/28: Unit I Review session and discussion 

 
Unit II: The Conceptual Foundations of English & Critical Theory (Interpretation, 
Literature, & Language)   
 

T, 10/03: in-class screening of “Marx” episode from the BBC’s Genius of the Modern World and excerpt from 

Jameson, Postmodernism; Or, the Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism 

 

R, 10/05: Readings and activities TBA  

 

T, 10/10: Readings and activities TBA 

 

R, 10/12: Review the impact of Marx’s thought on English studies and critical theory 

 

T, 10/17: Fall Break (no classes) 

 

R, 10/19: in-class screening of “Nietzsche” episode from the BBC’s Genius of the Modern World and “On 

Truth and Lies in a Non-moral Sense” (Canvas) 

 

T, 10/24: Scholes, pp. 37-58 

 

R, 10/26: Review the impact of Nietzsche’s thought on English studies and critical theory 

 

T, 10/31: in-class screening of “Freud” episode from the BBC’s Genius of the Modern World and Freud, 

“Beyond the Pleasure Principle” (Canvas) 

 

R, 11/02: Scholes pp. 59-68 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/27537676?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27537676?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07h0hg9
http://nietzsche.holtof.com/Nietzsche_various/on_truth_and_lies.htm
http://nietzsche.holtof.com/Nietzsche_various/on_truth_and_lies.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07ht3cd
https://www.libraryofsocialscience.com/assets/pdf/freud_beyond_the_pleasure_principle.pdf
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Unit III: Senior Seminar Projects & Writers’ Retreat 
 

T, 11/07: Scholes, pp. 69-86 and Fletcher & Portalupi, pp. 1-19 

 

R, 11/09: Scholes, pp. 103-27 and Fletcher & Portalupi, pp. 20-60 

 

*Save the Dates! Writers’ Retreat at Bradford Woods: F, 11/10 through S, 11/12 

 

T, 11/14: Scholes, pp. 143-80 

 

R, 11/16: In-class workshop on Senior Seminar Projects 

 

T, 11/21: Study/Review Day (no class) 

 

R, 11/23: Thanksgiving Holiday (no class) 

 

T, 11/28: *Senior Seminar Project Presentations, Day 1 

 

R, 11/30: *Senior Seminar Project Presentations, Day 2 

 

T, 12/05: *Senior Seminar Project Presentations, Day 3 

 

R, 12/07: Last day of class, course evaluations, tearful farewells. 

 

*There is no Final Exam in this course.  
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