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Part I: Identification—answer only 7 (7.142 points each) 

 

For each concept, you must show me that you can (a) define the term fully and accurately; (b) 

provide a compelling example of the term/concept/figure; and (c) discuss the significance of 

the term or concept or connect it in a provocative way to another text we’ve read or concept 

we’ve discussed. As you draft your responses, use complete sentences and imagine that you are 

writing to an educated reader who is not familiar with any of these concepts, readings, or terms.  

Answer only seven. Use in-text citations wherever appropriate: e.g., (Luckhurst 12). There is no 

need to include a Works Cited page.  

 

1. post-colonialism 2. White Zombie  

3. Romero’s Dead Trilogy 4. Haiti 

5. reason / science 6. Jacques Tourneur 

7. Twinkies ® 8. unemployment / social anxieties 

9. brains 10. Edward Said 

11. enslavement / slavery  

 

Part II: Essay—answer only 1 (50 points) 

Be sure that your response answers the question. You should have a clearly-identifiable thesis 

statement (you can even underline it on your exam if you like), and you should also be sure to 

provide adequate support throughout your response. You can use examples from any of the texts, 

readings, or films we’ve encountered this semester, including those from Group Presentations.  

 

1.) As we have discussed throughout the semester, the origins of the zombie mythology in the 

Caribbean islands (the nation of Haiti, etc.) have had—and continue to have—a significant 

impact on the shape and story of the zombie in contemporary American cinema. Write a thesis-

driven essay response in which you detail three ways in which the zombi’s origins in slavery and 

colonialism shaped the mythology as we know it today. Make sure you clearly underline your 

thesis statement or main claim, and be methodical about providing support and evidence from 

the films and readings we’ve consumed this term.    

 

2.) “Archetypes,” as we’ve discussed briefly in class, are themes, ideas, concepts, and narratives 

(e.g., storylines) that recur again and again throughout history and across cultures, languages, 

nationalities, etc. Choose three archetypes to fully explain and detail; then discuss how these 

archetypes have impacted—or even continue to impact, as the case may be—zombie cinema and 

American film culture. Be specific and detailed. Make sure you clearly underline your thesis 

statement or main claim, and be methodical about providing support and evidence from the films 

and readings we’ve consumed this term.    

 



3.) For nearly 100 years, the zombie, in all its shuffling, brain-eating glory, has enthralled film 

audiences, readers of travelogues and popular literature (comics, magazines, etc.), and now 

gamers and even the US Centers for Disease Control (CDC). How would you explain 

humankind’s undying fascination with the undead? Is it in our genes? In the water? In our 

history? Using three films as the basis of your analysis, write an essay in which you argue for 

why the figure of the zombie remains an intriguing one in the 21st century. Make sure you 

clearly underline your thesis statement or main claim, and be methodical about providing 

support and evidence from the films and readings we’ve consumed this term.    

 


