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IU Kokomo Summer Bridge Program 

Summer 2017 

MTWRF 9:00am to 3:00pm in KO 104 

Instructors: Dr. Paul Cook & Prof. Michelle Westervelt 

 

 

 

Welcome to Summer Bridge 2017! The Summer Bridge Program is a one-week orientation 

course designed to help you successfully transition from high school or the workforce to the 

challenging environment of the 21st-century university. Working closely with your instructors 

and other students in the Program, you will learn about academic expectations and the “habits of 

mind” college courses demand; improve your academic survival skills and study habits; develop 

networks and friendships that will help you make a successful transition to life at IU Kokomo; 

experience a taste of college life before virtually anyone else in your class; and become 

acquainted with the IU Kokomo campus, student support resources, and faculty and staff.  

 

The Summer Bridge Program consists of two parts or “phases”: there’s the summer instruction 

you will receive this week and the continuing mentoring you will receive in the Student Success 

Seminar in Fall 2017. And of course, we always love to hear from our Bridge Program students 

after the week’s festivities wrap up, too!  
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Course Objectives: 

▪ You will learn about college-level academic expectations and the “habits of mind” 

college courses demand; 

▪ You will develop networks and friendships that will help them make a successful 

transition to life at IU Kokomo; 

▪ You will develop awareness of campus procedures and policies, as well as where and 

how to find help when you need it; 

▪ You will gain awareness of campus activities, clubs, organizations, and many other 

extracurricular and internship opportunities; 

▪ You will apply critical thinking skills to academic exercises and activities and will begin 

to get a feel for college-level work; 

▪ You will gain awareness of a variety of classroom formats; 

▪ You will discuss career and degree options with faculty and staff members. 

Dates/Times/Location: 

 

Monday to Friday, Aug 7th through 11th, 9:00am to 3:00pm each day in KO 104. 

 

*There will be a one-and-a-half-hour lunch with guest speakers from 11:30am to 1:00pm each 

day. Click here for a helpful campus map (hold down Ctrl and click).  

 

Faculty: 

 

Dr. Paul Cook, Assistant Professor of English & Director of Writing, IU Kokomo. 

paulcook@iuk.edu (KO 238-D) 

*Fall 2017 office hours for Dr. Cook will be Tuesday afternoons from 1:00 to 3:00pm. Feel free 

to drop by during the semester if you have questions or just to say “hello.” We hope to hear from 

you after the Bridge Program, too!   

 

Prof. Michelle Westervelt, Lecturer in English & Director of the Writing Center, IU Kokomo. 

miwester@iuk.edu (KO 232) 

*Fall 2017 office hours for Prof. Westervelt will be _____. Feel free to drop by during the 

semester if you have questions or just to say “hello.” We hope to hear from you after the Bridge 

Program, too!   

 

Grading: 

 

▪ The course will be graded as satisfactory/unsatisfactory. You are expected to attend each 

session of our class every day of the week and complete all assigned homework and 

classwork. Click here for more information on satisfactory/unsatisfactory grades (hold 

down Ctrl and click). 

▪ Students who successfully complete the 2017 Summer Bridge Program will receive one 

academic credit hour.  

▪ The majority of students taking this course will also enroll in a Student Success Seminar 

in Fall 2017. 

http://www.iuk.edu/about/campus-map.php
https://iuk.academia.edu/PaulCook
mailto:paulcook@iuk.edu
http://www.iuk.edu/about/campus-map.php
mailto:miwester@iuk.edu
http://www.iuk.edu/about/campus-map.php
http://www.iuk.edu/registrar/grades.php
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Attendance: 

 

Attendance is required for each class day, and your full participation in all exercises, discussions, 

and activities is expected.  

 

Phones, technology, and other distractions: 

 

Here’s the straight dope on mobile devices, folks: be courteous and sensible with your smart 

phones, laptops, tablets, and other mobile devices. You might think you have to be imminently 

available to everyone in your social network, family, neighborhood, whatever, or that you 

constantly have to be checking your e-mail, texts, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, or 

whatnot, but you don’t.  

 

Moreover, there are important, practical advantages to be gained by “unplugging,” by 

experiencing the passage of time as well as conversation and interaction the way previous 

generations did: face-to-face and in real-time. Research suggests that students who leave their 

mobile devices and laptops in their bags actually perform better academically. Opportunities to 

unplug from the matrix are increasingly rare; let’s pledge to use our time together this week for 

discussion, reflection, and exploration, not Candy Crush Saga and idle Snapchatting. 

 

Schedule: 

 

Note: The following schedule is subject to change, but we will always make sure to let you know 

well in advance of any changes to the schedule either in class or via Canvas message. Get into 

the habit now of checking Canvas at least once or twice every day for announcements and 

updates. 

 

Monday, August 7th 

 

Morning Introductions and icebreakers: getting to know each other 

What is Summer Bridge Program all about? 

Pre-Program Quiz (college terminology/language)  

What is the value of a four-year degree? What is the value of college? What can 

you expect to learn?  

Group reading, discussion, and debate of “Should Teachers Ask Students to 

Check Their Devices at The Classroom Door?” (Alva Noë, NPR.org, 8/5/16) 

Lunch Lunch at the Kelley House with Chancellor Sciame-Giesecke (11:30am to 1pm)  

Afternoon CAPS: Beth Barnett (1:00 pm)  

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/05/13/allowing-devices-classroom-hurts-academic-performance-study-finds#.VzYFbL1qF-A.mailto
http://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2016/08/05/488803998/should-teachers-ask-students-to-check-their-devices-at-the-classroom-door
http://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2016/08/05/488803998/should-teachers-ask-students-to-check-their-devices-at-the-classroom-door
file:///C:/Users/Paul%20Cook/Desktop/Bridge%20Program%202016/npr.org
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Introduce Time Management project: Why is it important to manage your time? 

How do you manage your time well in college? How do you manage work and 

family issues?  

Introduce Podcast/Social Media project: Get to know a Student Services office 

(or officer) over the week and interview them about what they do. Think of this 

as an opportunity to be creative, develop a team project, and learn something 

useful about our campus. You can also opt to develop a project that reflects on 

your experience in the Bridge Program and sends a positive, encouraging 

message to next year’s BPers. (More info to follow in a brief assignment sheet.)  

Homework Time Management Worksheet (handout, also in Canvas) 

Short writing assignment: introduce yourself to the rest of the group via the 

Discussions tab in Canvas. In a brief, 150 to 200 word introduction, tell us  

 

1.) Your preferred name, method of contact (email, Canvas, etc.), and 

hometown;  

2.) Your major and your interests (academic and otherwise—be sure to include 

hobbies, sports, interests, etc.); 

3.) Any questions or commentary you have about the Bridge Program and what 

we’re going to be up to this week; 

4.) Something about yourself that’s fun, exciting, unique, different, etc.; 

5.) And finally, anything else you’d like to share with your BP colleagues and 

us.  

Post your brief intros to the space marked “Introductions” in the Discussions tab 

before 11:30pm EDT.  

Don’t forget to use the “Coffee House Lounge” space in the Discussions tab to 

get to know each other and to begin planning your Podcast/Social Media project. 

Be sure to carefully re-read the Podcast/Social Media project assignment sheet!  

 

Tuesday, August 8th 

 

Morning Discuss Time Management project in small groups (9 to 9:30am) 

 

Discuss and develop Podcast/Social Media project (9:30 to 10:30am) 

 

Library and IT tour: Yan He & Greg Ogle (10:30 to 11:30am) 

 

Lunch Assistant Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Student Success: Christina 

Downey, KO211C; downeyca@iuk.edu (11:30-1:00) 

  

mailto:downeyca@iuk.edu
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Afternoon Working in groups: taking the lead, being a good listener, doing your part, and 

coping when others don’t.  Group activity (1-2pm) 

 

Office of Student Life and Campus Diversity: Kate Aguilar (2pm) 

  

Homework Take some time to read through your colleagues’ introductions in the 

Discussions tab and write a reply to at least two other colleagues.  

 

Keep working on your Time Management and Podcast/Social Media projects! 

  

 

 

Wednesday, August 9th 
 

Morning Active reading: the value of annotating and taking notes as you read (9-10am) 

 

Career Services: Alyssa Shields (10 to 10:30am) 

 

Straight talk about careers and college (10:30 to 11am) 

 

Balance work/school/home life (11to 11:30am) 

 

Lunch Office of Student Success & Advising: Kelli Keener, KO 212; 

klkeener@iuk.edu (11:30-1:00) 

 

Afternoon Active listening: How to take effective notes during a lecture (1 to 2:00pm) 

 

IU Kokomo Media and Marketing: Headshots with Alisha (2 to 3:00pm) 

 

Homework Prepare questions about financial aid and post them to the “Coffee House 

Lounge” space in the Discussions tab in Canvas.  

 

Thursday, August 10th 

 

Morning Writing a Professional email (9 to 10:00am) 

 

Office of Financial Aid: Kayla Wall (10:00am) 

 

What is “financial literacy”? Why is it so important? Helpful online tools and 

resources for tracking and improving financial literacy (11 to 11:30am) 

 

Lunch  (11:30am to 1:00pm) No guest speaker. Eat, visit, and explore campus. 

Afternoon Computer Lab—Canvas overview, etc. (1 to 2pm) 

 

mailto:klkeener@iuk.edu
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Post-program Quiz and Discussion (2 to 3:00pm) 

 

Homework Keep working on your Podcast/Social Media projects 

Send us a professional email  

 

 

Friday, August 11th 

 

All Day Field Trip to Indiana State Museum and the Eiteljorg Museum (8:30 am to 

3:30pm) 

Lunch at Café Patachou in Indianapolis!  

 

 

http://www.indianamuseum.org/
https://www.eiteljorg.org/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/cafe-patachou-indianapolis-11
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